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HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 


The  Congregational  Church  in  Plymouth  is  as  old  as  the  town.  The 
first  settlers  were  mostly  from  Hollis,  and  the  church  was  organized  in 
that  town,  before  they  came  to  Plymouth.  Whether  this  took  place,  as 
seems  probable,  in  1764,  the  year  in  which  the  first  families  came, 
or  not  until  1765,  and  through  the  agency  of  a  second  company  of 
settlers,  has  not  been  ascertained.  If  the  earlier  be  the  true  date,  this 
was  the  first  church  organized  in  New  Hampshire,  north  and  west 
of  Boscawen,  and  only  Bennington,  in  Vermont,  is  older.  The  church 
in  Newbury  and  Haverhill  was  gathered  in  the  autumn  of  1764.  But 
it  was  afterwards  limited  to  Newbury,  leaving  the  church  in  Plymouth, 
the  oldest  in  Grafton  County.  It  built  the  first  meeting-house,  gave 
the  first  call  to  a  pastor,  and  enjoyed  the  first  revival  in  the  County. 

Plymouth  was  first  visited  with  a  view  to  settlement,  by  a  party 
from  Hollis,  in  Nov.  1762.  The  next  spring,  men  came  on,  and 
worked  through  the  summer,  clearing  and  building  cabins,  and  some  of 
them  spent  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1764,  the  first  families  arrived, 
the  wife  of  Col.  David  Webster  having  probably  been  the  first  woman 
in  town.  She  came  on  horseback,  bringing  her  infant  David,  afterward 
so  widely  known,  in  her  arms.  Among  the  first  settlers,  we  find  the 
names  of  James  Blodgett,  Lieut.  Josiah  Brown,  Capt.  Jotham  Cum- 
mings,  Samuel  Dearborn,  Capt,  James  and  David  Hobart,  Lieut.  Zacha- 
riah  Parker,  Col.  David,  Amos  and  Stephen  Webster,  Ephraim  Wes- 
ton, John  Willoughby,  and  Francis  Worcester. 

Rev.  Nathan  Ward  came  by  invitation  to  Plymouth  early  in  the  same 
year.  He  was  born  in  Newton,  Mass.,  April  11,  1721,  son  of  Joseph 
Ward.  He  did  not  receive  a  liberal  education  ;  but,  being  converted 
under  Whitefield's  preaching,  and  possessing  superior  natural  endow- 
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ments,  he  was  led  in  middle  life  to  enter  the  ministry.  His  first  settle- 
ment was  in  Watertown,  Mass.  In  1760,  he  was  preaching  in  New- 
castle, Me.,  and  in  Jan.  1761,  received  a  call  to  settle  there,  which  he 
accepted.  But  some  difficulty  arose,  and  the  relation  never  was  con- 
summated, the  invitation  being  withdrawn  at  his  request  in  Oct.  1763. 

He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  Plymouth,  at  Col.  Webster's  cabin, 
on  the  present  grounds  of  the  Pemigewasset  House,  from  the  text,  Isa. 
1 :  19,  20.  After  spending  four  Sabbaths,  he  received  a  formal  call  to 
become  pastor,  July  9,  1764.  His  acceptance,  however,  was  delayed, 
and  in  February  further  overtures  were  made  by  the  proprietors.  These 
were  successful,  and  he  was  installed  at  Newburyport,  July  10,  1765. 

A  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1767.  It  was  of  logs,  40  feet  by  50, 
and  stood  facing  south,  a  few  rods  south  of  the  present  road,  at  the 
foot  of  Meeting-house  Hill,  having  the  stocks  and  whipping-post  in  the 
rear. 

This  house  was  burnt  by  an  incendiary,  in  Nov.  1787,  for  the  pur- 
pose, no  doubt,  of  hastening  the  work  on  the  new  house,  the  frame  of 
which  had  just  been  raised.  In  this  second  house,  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  the  fathers  worshipped  God  for  50  years,  and  very  hallowed  asso- 
ciations cluster  around  it.  It  continued  to  be  used  as  a  town  house  till 
1865,  when  it  was  sold  at  auction.    It  is  still  standing 

The  present  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  Dec.  1836,  and  first 
occupied  on  the  Sabbath,  Jan.  1,  183*7. 

Mr.  Ward's  pastorate  continued  until  Jan.  4,  1798,  and  he  resided 
in  town  until  his  death,  June  15, 1804.  After  Mr.  Ward's  dismission, 
Mr.  Daniel  Hardy,  a  graduate  and  recent  tutor  in  Dartmouth  College, 
preached  "  off  and  on  "  for  six  months,  and  was  invited  to  become  pas- 
tor.   But  he  declined  the  call,  and  spent  most  of  his  life  in  teaching. 

The  next  year,  Mr.  Drury  Fairbank  accepted  the  call  of  the  church, 
and  was  ordained  Jan.  8,  1800.  He  was  a  native  of  Holliston,  Mass., 
born  Oct.  13,  1772;  graduated  at  Brown  University,  1797,  and 
studied  theology  with  Dr.  Emmons.  His  pastorate  continued  until 
March  18,  1818.  He  removed  the  next  year  to  Littleton,  where,  after  a 
pastorate  of  sixteen  years,  he  continued  to  reside,  and  died  Jan.  11, 
1853. 

Kev.  Jonathan  Ward  succeeded  Mr.  Fairbank,  and,  without  installa- 
tion, served  the  church  as  acting  pastor,  eleven  years.    He  was  a  son 
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of  the  first  pastor,  born  Aug.  24,  1767  ;  graduated  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, in  1792,  and  also  studied  theology  with  Dr.  Emmons. 

His  previous  and  only  pastorate  was  in  Alna,  Me.,  of  twenty  years. 
After  leaving  Plymouth,  he  preached  in  Brentwood,  three  and  one-half 
years,  and  in  various  places  for  shorter  periods.  He  died  in  Brent- 
wood, Feb.  24,  1860. 

Eev.  James  Hobart,  another  son  of  this  church,  and  the  first  male  child 
born  in  town,  labored  here  for  six  months  after  Mr.  Ward  left.  He 
bad  just  been  dismissed  from  a  successful  ministry  of  thirty  years  in 
Berlin,  Vt.,  which  continued  to  be  his  home,  during  many  subsequent 
years  of  labor  among  the  churches  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire. 
He  died  July  16,  1862,  aged  96  years. 

Mr.  George  Punchard  was  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  June  7,  1806.  He 
was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1826,  and  studied  theology 
at  Andover.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  this  church,  March  11,  1830, 
and  dismissed  March  6,  1844.  In  the  spring  of  1842,  his  health  and 
voice  failed,  and  he  was  absent  six  months.  Returning,  he  was  still 
unable  to  perform  pastoral  service,  and  in  March  1843,  the  church,  de- 
clining to  accept  his  resignation,  gave  him  leave  of  absence  again  for  a 
year,  and  contributed  to  his  expenses  for  a  voyage  to  Europe,  He  has 
never  been  able  to  resume  ministerial  service,  but  has  found  useful  em- 
ployment in  editing  the  Boston  Traveller,  serving  the  American  Tract 
Society  as  its  Boston  Secretary,  and  in  elaborating  the  History  of  Con- 
gregationalism, the  first  edition  of  which,  as  well  as  his  standard  View 
of  Congregationalism,  was  written  in  Plymouth. 

During  Mr.  Punchard's  disability  and  after  his  dismission,  Eev. 
Enoch  Corsen  supplied  the  pulpit  a  year  or  more,  and  Eev.  J.  U. 
Parsons,  for  some  months. 

Eev.  William  Eeed  Jewett,  was  installed  June  25,  1845.  He  was 
born  in  Eockport,  Massachusetts;  graduated  at  Amherst,  in  1831,  and 
Andover,  1834,  and  had  been  pastor  in  GrisWold,  Conn.,  six  years. 
His  ministry  continued  until  July  11,  1862.  He  was  installed  again 
at  Fisherville,  Sept,  16,  1863. 

Eev.  Henry  Allen  Hazen  was  born  in  Hartford,  Vt.,  Dec.  27,  1832; 
graduated  at  Dartmouth,  in  1854,  and  Andover,  1857  ;  ordained  for 
Home  Missionary  service  in  Vermont,  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Feb.  17,  1858, 
and  installed  pastor  at  Plymouth,  Jan.  21,  1863. 
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The  following  persons  have  been  deacons,  the  year  of  appoinment, 
as  far  as  preserved,  being  given  :  —  ( 


Francis  Worcester, 
Benjamin  Gould, 
Joshua  Fletcher, 
Asa  Bobbins,  1805, 
James  Morrison,  1831, 
David  C.  Webster,  1856, 


John  Willoughby, 

Elisha  Bean, 

Jotham  Cummings, 

Ebenezer  Bartlett,  Jr.,  1805, 

Alvah  McQuesten,  1834, 

Washington  George,  1863. 


The  first  three  were  also  elders. 

The  church  has  enjoyed  extensive  and  powerful  revivals.    The  first,  in 
1767,  added  twenty  to  the  church,  out  of  a  population  of  227.    The  next 
recorded  was  in  1790.    The  years  1800,  1815,  1820,  1828  and  1829, 
were  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  early  years  of 
Mr.  Punchard's  ministry  were  a  rich  spiritual  harvest-time.    A  pro- 
tracted meeting,  held  in  the  spring  of  1830,  was  the  first  of  a  series  of 
similar  meetings  among  the  churches,  and  was  specially  memorable.  Many 
ministers  were  present,  including  Kev.  Messrs.  Sutherland,  of  Bath, 
Blake,  of  Piermont,  Goddard,  of  Norwich,  Vt,  and  Dr.  Lord,  of  Dart- 
mouth College.    The  power  of  God  was  present,  and  the  results  lasting 
and  gratifying.    One  hundred  persons  were  received  to  the  church  in 
1830  and  1831.    Since  1836,  there  has  been  no  general  revival  of  sim- 
ilar extent  apd  power.    But  some  years  have  been  marked  by  unusual 
interest  and  growth,  as  1848,  1857,  and  1867. 
/    Sabbath  Schools  were  established  in  different  neighborhoods,  during 
I  the  ministry  of  Eev.  J.  Ward.    Such  a  school  was  taught  by  a  good 
'  lady  still  earlier,  but  did  not  become  permanent.    The  present  arrange- 
ment, one  central  School  between  the  Sabbath  services,  was  not  adopted 
"until"  1837.    The  Superintendents  have  been  Wm.  Green,  Wm.  W. 
Russell,  and  Deacons  Alvah  McQuesten  and  Washington  George. 

The  temperance  reform  enlisted  the  early  interest,  and  has  had  the 
hearty  support,  of  this  church.  So  extensive  and  valuable  were  its 
fruits  in  the  years  preceding  the  great  revival  in  1830,  that  it  was 
spoken  of,  in  relation  to  the  revival,  as  John  the  Baptist  preparing  the 
way  for  Messiah's  advent.  The  members  of  the  church  agreed  "to 
abstain  entirely  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  except  as  a  medicine  "  ; 
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and  in  Feb.,  1832,  it  was  "  voted  unanimously  that  no  member  of  this 
church  be  allowed  to  sell  ardent  spirits  except  for  medicinal  purposes." 

Eeviewing  a  century  of  our  history,  this  church  has  reason  to  thank 
God  and  take  courage.  It  has  been  blessed  in  the  permanence  and  the 
character  of  its  ministry.  In  one  hundred  years,  there  were  but  five 
completed  pastorates  (counting  Rev.  J.  Ward's  such — as  it  was  in  all  but 
the  name) ,  averaging  eighteen  and  three-fifths  years  each.  The  church 
had  a  pastor  almost  ninety-six  of  the  one  hundred  years,  and  was 
destitute  of  a  stated  supply  less  than  two  years. 

The  records  prior  to  1800  are  lost.  Since  that  time  they  give  the 
following  results,  as  to  members :  — 


Members  in  1800  

oh 

Received  during  Mr.  Fairbank's  ministry,  and  at  other  times. 

manner  not  specified,         .         .  • 

91 

T^u  Prnfp«!«?ion  of  Faith  sinee  1819 

284 

102 

Total,  

513 

Of  whom  there  were  males,  . 

163 

Females,     ....  . 

350 

Removed  by  Death,  .... 

175 

"        "  Letter,     .  . 

172 

44        "  Excommunication, 

19 

"        "  Manner  unknown, 

20 

Members  at  present  time, 

127 

Of  whom  there  are  non-resident, 

34 

Prof. 

Letter. 

Total. 

Received  during  Mr.  Fairbank's  ministry, 

eighteen  years, 

85 

"      During  Mr.  Ward's,  eleven  years, 

53 

14 

67 

"          "      Mr.  Punch  ard's,  fourteen  yrs. 

,149 

46 

195 

«'          "      Mr.  Jewett's,  seventeen  yrs., 

53 

34 

87 

"          "      Mr.  Hazen's,  five  yrs., 

29 

7 

36 

Of  the  two  hundred'and  eighty-four  received  on  profession  since  1819, 
one-half  had  been  baptised  in  infancy.  Since  1810,  there  have  been 
ecorded  three  hun  e  d  a  d  thirty-three  infant  baptisms. 
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FOKM  OF  ADMISSION. 
Address. 

Beloved  Friends :  You  present  yourselves  here,  before  God  and  this 
assembly,  to  make  solemn  confession  of  your  Christian  faith,  and  to  take 
upon  you  everlasting  obligations.  We  trust  that  you  have  considered 
well  the  nature  of  this  transaction,  and  that  you  perform  it  with  a  deep 
sense  of  your  own  weakness  and  unworthiness  to  utter  these  vows  unto 
the  living  God.  They  will  be  recorded  in  heaven  and  exhibited  on  your 
rial  at  the  Judgment  Day. 

Yet  be  not  overwhelmed.  You  stand  here  at  the  bidding  of  Christ, 
and  in  His  name  you  do  this  thing.  If  you  sincerely  desire  and  strive 
to  be  His ;  to  believe  His  declarations  and  obey  His  commandments, 
he  will  compassionate  your  weakness,  will  make  you  wise  in  His  wisdom 
and  strong  in  His  strength,  and  will  conduct  you  safely  to  His  heavenly 
kingdom. 

Attend  then  to  the 

CONFESSION  OF  FAITH. 

1.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
were  given  by  inspiration  of  God  and  are  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith 
and  practice 

2.  We  believe  that  there  is  one  only  living  and  true  God,  mysteriously 
subsisting  in  three  Persons — Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

3.  We  believe  that  God  is  perfect  in  all  His  attributes,  unchangeable 
in  His  purposes,  and  universal  in  His  providence,  maintaining  a  righteous 
government  over  the  universe  and  working  all  things  after  the  counsel 
of  His  own  will. 

4.  We  believe  that  man  has  fallen  from  the  state  of  perfection  in 
which  he  was  originally  created,  and  that  now  all  men  are  by  nature  desti- 
tute of  holiness  and  prone  to  sin.s 

5.  We  believe  that  regeneration  is  effected  by  the  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  that  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can  not  see  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

6.  We  believe  that  the  Son  of  God  became  incarnate,  and  by  His 
sufferings,  and  death  on  the  cross,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  has  made  a 
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fall  atonement  for  sin,  so  that  God  can  now  be  just  and  justify  him  that 
believeth  ;  and  that  pardon  and  eternal  life  are  now  fully,  freely  and 
sincerely  offered  to  all  men  on  the  condition  of  repentance  toward  God, 
and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

7.  We  believe  that  all  who  truly  embrace  the  Gospel,  were,  from  the 
beginning,  chosen  into  salvation,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and 
belief  of  the  truth  ;  and  that  such  will  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  salvation. 

8.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of 
the  just  and  unjust,  and  a  Day  of  Judgment ;  and  that  the  wicked  will 
go  away  into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

9.  We  believe  that  God  has  appointed  one  day  in  seven,  to  be  kept 
holy  unto  Him,  and  that  from  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  is  to  be,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

10.  We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  established  a  visible 
church  in  the  world  ;  and  that  the  conditions  of  its  membership  are  credible 
evidence  of  regeneration,  baptism  and  a  public  profession  of  faith  in 
Him. 

11.  We  believe  that  Christ  has  appointed  the  sacraments  of  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper  ;  that  members  of  the  visible  church  are  entitled 
to  partake  of  the  Supper  ;  and  that  believers  and  their  offspring  only 
should  receive  the  ordinance  of  Baptism. 

All  these  things  you  truly  profess  and  cordially  believe. 
[If  the  candidate  have  not  been  baptised,  the  ordinance  of  Baptism 
will  be  here  administered]. 

You  will  now  enter  into  covenant  with  God  and  with  this  Church. 

COVENANT. 

In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  His  holy  angels  and  this  assembly, 
you  do  now  solemnly  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah,  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  to  be  your  God,  the  supreme  object  of  your  affection  and  your 
portion  forever.  You  cordially  acknowledge  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
your  .Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  your  Sanctifier,  Comforter  and 
Guide. 

You  cheerfully  devote  yourself  to  God  in  the  everlasting  covenant  of 
His  grace,  consecrating  all  your  powers  and  possessions  to  His  service 
and  glory,  and  you  promise  that  through  the  assistance  of  His  Spirit 
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you  will  cleave  to  Him,  as  your  chief  good  ;  that  you  will  give  diligent 
attention  to  His  word  and  ordinances ;  that  you  will  seek  the  honor 
and  interest  of  His  kingdom,  and  that  henceforth,  denying  ungodliness 
and  worldly  lusts,  you  will  live  soberly,  righteously  and  godly  in  this 
present  world.  You  promise  to  engage  habitually  in  all  the  duties  of 
religion,  such  as  secret  prayer,  reading  the  word  of  God,  public  and 
social  worship,  and,  if  heads  of  families,  to  guide  your  household  in 
daily  devotion,  and  to  instruct  them  in  the  nature  and  duties  of  the 
Christian  religion. 

You  do  also  cordially  join  yourself  to  this  church,  having  subscribed 
its  articles  of  Faith  and  Government.  You  engage  to  assist  and  sub- 
mit to  its  discipline  ;  to  strive  earnestly  for  its  purity,  peace  and  edifi- 
cation, and  to  walk  with  its  members  in  charity,  faithfulness,  circum- 
spection, meekness  and  sobriety. 

This  you  profess  and  engage. 

[Here  the  members  of  the  church  will  rise.] 

In  consequence  of  these  professions  and  promises,  we  affectionately 
receive  you  to  our  communion,  and,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  declare  you 
entitled  to  all  its  visible  privileges.  We  welcome  you  to  this  fellow- 
ship with  us  in  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and,  on  our  part,  engage  to 
watch  over  you  and  seek  your  edification.  Should  you  have  occasion 
to  change  your  residence,  it  will  ordinarily  be  your  duty  to  seek  and 
ours  to  grant  a  recommendation  to  another  church ;  for  hereafter  you 
can  never  withdraw  from  the  watch  and  communion  of  saints  without  a 
breach  of  covenant.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  beloved  in  the  Lord, 
that  you  have  now  entered  into  solemn  obligations  from  which  there  is 
no  escape.  Wherever  you  go,  these  vows  will  be  over  you.  They  will 
follow  you  to  the  bar  of  God,  and  abide  upon  you  forever. 

May  God,  of  His  infinite  mercy,  give  us  grace  to  be  faithful  to  Him, 
and  faithful  to  each  other  while  we  live  ;  that  we  may  be  admitted  at 
last,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  to  the  everlasting  fellowship  of 
saints  and  angels,  in  the  presence  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 
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PKINCIPLES  AND  KULES. 

1.  A  Christian  church  is  an  association  of  professed  followers  of 
Christ,  united  in  a  voluntary  covenant,  for  the  purposes  of  mutual 
watchfulness,  the  observance  of  the  Christian  sacraments,  the  mainten- 
ance of  Christian  worship  and  instruction,  and  the  extension  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  in  the  world.  Such  a  body,  under  Christ,  is  fully 
competent  to  choose  its  officers,  admit  its  members,  administer  dis- 
cipline, and  do  all  other  acts,  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  these 
purposes,  independently  of  the  control  of  any  person  or  persons 
whatsover. 

2.  While  thus  independent  of  external  authority,  a  church  is 
bound  in  relations  of  mutual  care  and  communion  with  other  churches  ; 
and  this  church  will,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  conform  to  the  usages  of 
fellowship,  as  established  among  the  Congregational  Churches. 

3.  The  permanent  officers  of  a  church  are  a  Pastor  or  Pastors,  and 
Deacons.  This  church  also  appoints  a  Committee  to  examine  candi- 
dates for  membership  and  to  secure  a  faithful  attention  to  discipline. 

4.  The  Church  Committee  consists  of  the  Pastor,  Deacons,  and 
three  other  brethren.  The  latter  are  chosen  for  three  years,  one 
vacancy  occurring  each  year.  The  same  person  is  not  ordinarily  to  be 
chosen  two  immediately  successive  terms. 

5.  The  Committee  shall  satisfy  themselves  of  the  qualifications  of 
all  candidates,  coming  either  with  or  without  letters. 

6.  Persons  approved  by  the  Committee  are  to  be  announced  to  the 
Church,  at  the  meeting  two  weeks  before  the  Preparatory  Lecture,  at 
which  time  all  letters  are  read.  Those  who  are  to  be  received  on  pro- 
fession of  faith  are  expected,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee,  to 
prepare  a  written  statement  of  their  religious  experience,  to  be  read 
before  the  church,  or  to  pass  a  public  examination,  and  they  are  pro- 
pounded before  the  congregation  the  Subbath  following. 

7.  Action  is  taken  on  applications  for  membership  on  the  day  of 
the  Preparatory  Lecture.  All  who  are  approved  by  the  church  become 
members  by  signing  the  articles  of  the  church  ;  and,  if  professors,  the 
public  announcement  of  their  names ;  if  non-professors,  by  publicly 
consenting  to  the  confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant. 
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8.  All  members  of  this  church  removing  to  other  places  where 
churches  of  like  faith  exist,  are  expected  to  ask  for  a  recommendation 
and  dismission  to  such  a  church  within  one  year  after  their  removal, 
unless  excused  by  the  church  committee.  Letters  of  dismission  are 
valid  for  one  year  only  from  their  date. 

9.  Members  of  other  churches  of  our  order  wishing  to  commune 
with  this  church,  for  more  than  one  year,  are  desired  to  bring  letters  of 
dismission  and  recommendation  to  this  church,  unless  there  be  special 
reasons  for  delay.  Such  letters  shall  not  be  received,  without  satisfac- 
tory explanation,  after  a  year  from  their  date. 

10.  The  occasions  of  discipline  are  of  two  kinds  :  private,  as  wrong 
done  to  an  individual ;  and  public,  as  wrong  done  to  the  church  by 
immoral  conduct  or  cherished  disbelief  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Bible. 

11.  The  rules  of  Christ,  given  in  Matt,  xviii ,  15,  17,  are  to  be 
literally  followed  by  members  of  the  church  in  all  cases  of  private 
offence  ;  and  the  spirit  of  these  rules  is  to  govern  all  disciplinary 
processes. 

12.  The  censures  of  the  church  are  admonition  and  excommunica- 
tion. Admonition  may  be  administered  privately  or  publicly,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Excommunication  is  simply  the 
withdrawal  of  fellowship,  and  should  be  as  severe  as  the  particular 
instance  may  demand. 

13.  The  weekly  Prayer  Meeting  of  the  church  is  on  Thursday 
P.  M.,  and  is  a  regular  church  meeting  for  the  transaction  of  ordinary 
business. 

14.  The  annual  church  meeting  is  on  the  Thursday  succeeding  the 
second  Sabbath  in  January. 

15.  The  Lord's  Supper  is  administered,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
first  Sabbaths  in  January,  March,  May,  July,  September  and  Novem- 
ber. The  Preparatory  Lecture  is  on  the  Thursday  P.  M.  preceding 
each  communion  Sabbath. 

16.  The  church  has  authority  at  any  time  to  vacate  any  office,  for 
sufficient  cause,  and  to  fill  any  vacancy.  Officers  shall  hold  their  po- 
sition until  their  successors  are  chosen. 
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BENEVOLENT  COLLECTIONS. 

The  schedule  of  contributions  established  by  the  church  includes, 
besides  the  Monthly  Concert  collection  for  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Female  Cent  collection  for  Home  Missions,  a  communion  collection  for 
the  church,  and  monthly  Sabbath  morning  collections,  distributed  to 
different  objects  as  follows : 

January  - —  Foreign  Missions. 

February  —  American  Missionary  Association. 

March  —  American  Education  Society. 

April  — 

May  —  Home  Missions. 
June  - —  Tract  Cause. 
July  —  Foreign  Missions. 
August  ■ —  Bible  Society. 
September  — 

October  —  Home  Missions. 

November  —  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union. 

December  - —  American  Congregational  Union. 
The  Pastor  and  Deacons  have  authority  to  vary  from  this  order  and 
to  designate  the  unassigned  months  to  the  Colonization,  Seamcns', 
Temperance,  or  any  other  worthy  cause,  at  their  discretion. 
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ALPHABETICAL  LISTS. 


PAST  MEMBERS. 


The  numbers  in  the  Alpha 

65  Adams,  Sally. 

4  Aiken,  Johu. 

5  Aiken,  Anna. 

267  Bachelder,  Dorothy  D. 

220  Bailey,  John. 

156  Baker,  Amos. 

157  Baker,  Lydia  C. 
393  Ball,  Mary  T. 
317  Barnes,  Sally. 
194  Barron,  Sarah  H. 

37  Bartlett,  Ebenezer. 

38  Bartlett,  Ebenezer,  jr. 
41  Bartlett,  Martha. 

48  Bartlett,  Joannah. 

7  Bartlett,  Mary. 
373  Bartlett,  Kichard. 

6  Bartlett,  Stephen. 
193  Bartlett,  William. 

128  Blake,  Oliver. 

129  Blake,  Deborah. 
285  Bliss,  Jonathan. 
302  Bliss,  Lucretia. 

8  Blodgett,  Ebenezer. 

9  Blodgett,  Hannah. 
375  Boynton,  David  P. 

1 0  Brainard,  Jemimah. 

11  Brown,  Rachel. 


Lists  refer  to  the  Chronological  List. 

1«4  Brown,  Sarah  E. 
468  Bryant,  Calista  G. 

300  Bugbee,  Orrin. 

301  Bugbee,  Mary  A. 
333  Butler,  George  L. 

159  Cass,  Benjamin. 

160  Cass,  Annie. 

77  Chandler,  Mary. 
295'  Chapman,  Abigail. 
366  Chase,  Lydia. 
382  Chase,  Relief  J. 

323  Cheney,  Israel. 

324  Cheney,  Sarah. 
305  Church,  Mary. 

98  Clark,  John. 
63  Clark,  Sally. 

12  Clark,  Sarah 

99  Cook,  Edmund. 
100  Cook,  Electa. 
4S6  Cook,  George  P. 

13  Cook,  Hannah. 
139  Cook,  Lucy. 
110  Cook,  Lydia. 

39  Cook,  Moody. 

42  Cook,  Sarah. 
109  Cook,  Sarah  B. 
456  Cook,  Sarah  M. 
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352  Cook,  Walter. 
361  Cross,  Mary. 

238  Cross,  Sophronia. 

14  Cummings,  Jotham. 

15  Cummings,  Anna. 

43  Cummings,  Jotham,  jr. 

44  Cummings,  Elizabeth. 

16  Cummings,  James. 
61  Cummings,  Jonathan. 

146  Cummings,  Kuth. 
354  Cummings,  Alice. 
284  Cummings,  Jonathan  G. 
283  Cummings,  Leonard. 

273  Cummings,  Noah  C. 
214  Cummings,  Mary. 

66  Cummings,  Susannah. 
412  Currier,  Laura. 
311  Davis,  George  A. 
345  Davis,  Sarah. 
150  Dearborn,  Edward. 
131  Dearborn,  Lydia. 
451  Dearborn,  Hannah. 
119  Dearborn,  Joseph. 

274  Dearborn,  Jotham  G. 
429  Dearborn,  Julia  V. 
250  Dearborn,  Mary  M. 

17  Dearborn,  Samuel. 
330  Dexter,  Mercy. 

239  Doe,  Julia  A. 
487  Dole,  Caroline  L. 

353  Dow,  Charles  M. 
108  Draper,  Abigail. 
173  Draper,  Rebecca. 
291  Draper,  Sally  J. 
339  Durgin,  Hannah. 
271  Eaton,  Ezra  B. 
265  Eaton,  Mary. 

218  Edmonds,  Benjamin. 


307  Edmonds,  Eliza. 
260  Edmonds,  Catherine  W. 
350  Ellis,  Betsey. 
185  Ellis,  Hannah. 

228  Emerson,  Daniel. 

229  Emerson,  Lucy. 

18  Emerson,  Nathaniel. 

122  Emerson,  Samuel. 

123  Emerson,  Elizabeth. 

19  Estabrooks,  Joseph. 

20  Estabrooks,  Hannah. 

92  Estabrooks,  Rebecca. 

93  Estabrooks,  Sally. 
3  Eairbank,  Drury. 

40  Eairbank,  Lucretia. 
107  Eairbank,  Sarah  W. 
136  Farnum,  Elizabeth. 

85  Farnum.  John. 

73  Farnum,  Betsey. 
235  Farrand,  Caroline  T. 
188  Fernald,  Celia  H. 
134  Flanders,  Oliver. 
138  Flanders,  Abigail. 
279  Flanders,  Sally  B. 

75  Fletcher,  Joseph. 
244  Fletcher,  Betsey. 

21  Fletcher,  Joshua. 

22  Fletcher,  Sarah. 
457  Foote,  Mary  E. 

23  Fuller,  Asa. 

24  Fuller,  Elizabeth. 
246  George,  Austin. 
219  George,  Leonard. 
252  George,  Nancy. 
346  George,  Louisa. 
176  George,  Mary  P. 
309  George,  Matilda. 
233  George,  Moses. 
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155  George,  Susannah. 
175  George,  Ruth  E. 
293  George,  Ruth. 

80  George,  Sarah. 
213  George,  Yashti. 
153  Gilman,  Mahala. 
224  Goodhue,  Polly. 

25  Goold,  Benjamin. 
435  Goold,  Hannah. 
215  Gordon,  Balinda. 
383  Grant,  Stephen. 
116  Grant,  Mary  P. 
445  Green,  Helen  M. 
281  Green,  Mary. 

171  Green,  William. 

172  Green,  Harriet. 
78  Hadley,  Nancy. 

355  Hall,  Samuel  R. 

356  Hall,  Mary  H. 

71  Hamblett,  Samuel. 

72  Hamblett,  Naomi. 
83  Hardy,  Abigail. 

297  Harvey,  Amanda  W. 
200  Hazeltine,  David. 

95  Hazeltine,  James. 

53  Hazeltine,  Susannah. 
264  Hazeltine,  Mary  Ann. 

51  Hix.  Susannah. 
266  Hobart,  Polly. 

62  Holden,  Ruth. 
360  Holm,  Jacob  P. 

26  Hull,  George. 
223  Hull,  Nathaniel. 
241  Hull,  Zilpha. 

255  Huse,  John  C. 

256  Huse.  Abigail. 

280  Jenison,  Caroline  S. 
390  Jewett,  Hannah  A.  C. 


299  Jewett,  Jane  R. 
59  Johnson,  Lydia. 

318  Johnson,  Susan. 

319  Jones,  Hannah  P. 
384  Joy,  Sarah  P. 

261  Kendrick,  Egbert  B. 
292  Kendrick,  Emma  W. 

58  Keyes,  Anna. 
455  Keyes,  Sarah  E. 

406  Kidder,  Oliver  B. 

407  Kidder,  Betsey. 
376  Kimball,  Betsey. 

408  Kimball,  Clara  B. 
463  Kimball,  Lucia  E. 
365  Kirkpatrick,  Mary. 
359  Knight,  Anna  W. 
117  Ladd,  Thankful. 

163  Lancaster,  Susan. 
403  Lane,  Abby  C. 
438  Langley,  Martha. 
437  Lester,  Martha. 

320  Long,  Samuel. 

409  Long,  Julia  A. 
385  Long,  Sarah. 
251  Lowd,  Joseph  M. 
179  McQuesten,  Alvah. 
170  McQuesten,  Abigail. 
169  McQuesten,  Judith, 
275  Marsh,  Daniel. 

195  Marsh,  Aurelia. 

27  Marsh,  Onesiphorus. 

28  Marsh,  Sarah. 

29  Marsh,  Samuel. 

45  Melvin,  Polly. 

164  Merrill,  Abigail  H. 

46  Merrill,  Betsey. 
104  Merrill,  Betsey  W. 
222  Merrill,  David. 
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426  Merrill,  David,  Jr. 
425  Merrill,  Hobart. 
441  Merrill,  Eliza  A. 
57  Merrill,  Enoch, 

328  Merrill,  Giles. 

329  Merrill,  Mehitable. 
369  Merrill,  Ira. 

30  Merrill,  Jacob. 

89  Merrill,  Jacob,  Jr. 
287  Merrill,  I.  Milton. 

56  Merrill,  Sally. 
415  Merrill,  Lemuel. 
210  Merrill,  Mehitable  W. 
105  Merrill,  Nancy. 
348  Merrill,  Winthrop. 
484  Meserve,  Mary  C. 

97  Miller,  James. 
162  Miller,  Miriam. 
140  Mills,  Sarah. 

76  Morrison,  Betsey. 

96  Morrison,  Eliza  B. 
177  Morrison,  Miriam. 

31  Morse,  Daniel. 

32  Morse,  Miriam. 
127  Morse,  Mehitable. 
268  Morse,  Stephen. 
430  Moulton,  Caroline. 
335  Moulton,  Jane. 
103  Moulton,  Lydia. 

82  Mulliken,  Anna. 
174  Murdock,  Sarah  H. 
165  Norris,  Samuel  S. 
1  66  Norris,  Ann  B. 
294  Norris,  Sarah  N. 
135  Noyes,  Benjamin. 

90  Noyes,  Christopher  B. 
102  Noyes,  Harriet  L. 
341  Noyes,  Enoch  W. 


190  Noyes,  Mary  B. 
396  Olcott,  Lucia  M. 
225  Onderdonk,  Lucy. 
321  Page,  Samuel. 
432  Palmer,  Anna. 
101  Palmer,  Eleanor. 
400  Palmer,  Ruth. 
316  Patten,  Emily  M. 
386  Pearce,  Mary. 
149  Peasley,  Prudence. 
453  Phenix,  Cynthia. 
192  Pierce,  William  B. 
242  Pillsbury,  Daniel. 
231  Piper,  Elbridge  G. 

47  Porter,  Sarah. 
288  Pulsifer,  Charles. 
196  Punchard,  George. 
236  Punchard,  Williamine 
121  Ramsey,  Abigail. 

33  Ramsey,  Sarah. 
120  Ramsey,  Thomas. 
202  Reed,  Joseph. 
357  Rice,  Hannah  S. 

74  Robbins,  Asa. 

191  Robbins,  Rebecca. 
49  Robbins,  Jonathan. 
54  Robbins,  Mary  F. 

158  Robbins,  Prudence. 
118  Rogers,  Betsey. 
312  Rogers,  John. 
132  Rogers,  Maria. 
270  Rogers,  Nathaniel  P. 

257  Rogers,  Mary  P. 
208  Rogers,  Polly. 

334  Russell,  Catharine  M. 

258  Russell,  David  M. 
315  Russell,  Mary  F. 
512  Russell,  George  P. 
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198  Kussell,  Moor. 
207  Kussell,  Betsey. 
183  Kussell,  Moses. 
205  Russell,  William  W. 
306  Kussell,  Susan  W. 
282  Kyan,  Isaac. 

34  Kyan,  James. 

313  Sampson,  Elnathan. 

314  Sampson,  Mary 
416  Sanborn,  Abra. 

35  Sanborn,  Abraham. 
79  Sanborn,  Hannah  S. 
70  Sanborn,  Anna. 

227  Sanborn,  Clarissa. 
277  Sanborn,  Joseph  B. 

421  Sanborn,  Thomas  P. 
397  Sanborn,  Amelia. 

422  Sanborn,  Elizabeth. 
434  Sanborn,  Nancy. 
254  Sands,  Eliza. 

52  Sargent,  Abigail. 

125  Sargent,  Enoch. 

126  Sargent,  Hannah. 
336  Shute,  Eliza  A. 

94  Smith,  Hannah. 

180  Stafford,  George  L. 

181  Stafford,  Joseph  C. 

182  Stafford,  Lydia. 

377  Stafford,  Martha  J. 

67  Stanton,  Isaac  W. 

68  Stanton,  Ruth  A. 
145  Stearns,  Judith. 
389  Stevens,  Elizabeth. 
392  Stevens,  Ellen  M. 

303  Stevens,  Thomas. 

304  Stevens,  Asenath. 

378  Stickney,  Mary. 

363  Stone,  Timothy  D.  P. 

364  Stone,  Susan. 


.  307  Stowe,  Joel  B. 
368  Stowe,  Lucretia. 
168  Strong,  Elizabeth. 

379  Taylor,  Joseph. 

380  Taylor,  Sally. 

216  Thompson,  Elizabeth, 
269  Thompson,  William  C. 
237  Thompson,  Martha  L. 
387  Thompson,  Susan. 
55  Thurlo,  Sarah. 

111  Tolman,  Abigail. 
247  Towne,  Lucy. 

469  Tucker,  William  J. 
394  Ward,  Anna  M. 
372  Ward,  Harriet  J. 
347  Ward,  Isaac. 

112  Ward,  John. 

141  Ward,  Mary  L. 
209  Ward,  Lydia. 
115  Ward,  Mary  B. 

88  Ward,  Mary  C. 

142  Ward,  Moses. 

143  Ward,  Polly. 
130  Ward,  Philena. 
106  Ward,  Polly  T. 

1  Ward,  Nathan. 

2  Ward,  Lydia. 
308  Ward,  Susan. 

50  Warner,  Sally. 
137  Webber,  Eliza. 
436  Webster,  Alfred. 
298  Webster,  Anna  M. 
212  Webster,  Caroline. 

64  Webster,  Daniel  C. 

81  Webster,  Hannah. 
221  Webster,  David  C. 
199  Webster,  Eliphalet. 
161  Webster,  Sarah. 
133  Webster,  Eliza. 
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332  Webster,  Elizabeth. 

60  Webster,  Esther. 
124  Webster,  Lydia  C. 
370  Webster,  Ruth. 

248  Webster,  William. 

249  Webster,  Sarah  G. 
278  Wells,  Eliza  A. 

446  Wells,  Benjamin. 

447  Wells,  Abia. 
154  Wheeler,  Amy. 
197  Wheeler,  Hannah 
405  Whitten,  John  L. 
450  Whitten,  Sabrina  H. 


201  Willoughby,  Abner. 

36  Willoughby,  John. 
148  Willoughby,  Jonas. 
144  Willoughby,  Maria. 
371  Willoughby,  Sarah. 
204  Willoughby,  William, 
114  Worcester,  Hannah. 

84  Worcester,  Lucinda. 

69  Worcester,  Lydia. 
113  Worcester,  Susan. 

86  Wright,  Wincol. 

87.  Wright,  Lydia. 
47 1  Young,  Flora  A. 
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PRESENT  MEMBERS. 


Those  marked  with  an  obelisk  [t]  are  Non-Resident. 


337  f  Andrews,  Mary  A. 
262  fBachelder,  Enoch  W. 
492  Blaisdell,  Annie  A. 
470  Calley,  Mary  E. 
444  f  Carter,  Eliza  A. 

507  Chandler,  William  A. 

508  Chandler,  Hannah  H. 
351  fChase,  Sarah  D. 
226  Church,  Lydia  C. 

419  Clark,  Joshua. 

420  Clark,  Syrena  L. 

427  Clark,  Jason. 
505  Clark,  Calista  J. 

458  Cook,  William  G. 
310  .Cook,  Judith  M. 
467  f Cross,  Nancy  A. 
331  Cummings,  Elmira  G. 
327  Cummings,  PhilenaA. 
152  Cummings,  Sally. 

459  Cutter,  Mary  G-. 
398  Dearborn,  Maria  M. 

428  fDearborn,  Hannah  J. 
480  Dodge,  Mary  A. 

211  Emerson,  Sally 

91  fEstabrooks,  Nathan, 
497  Ferrin,  Kuth  A. 
3S5  Flanders,  Betsey. 
296  Flanders,  Hannah  G. 
289  Flanders,  Hannah  H. 
500  Fox,  Charlotte  D. 
272  George,  Washington. 
206  fGeorge,  David, 


325  fGeorge,  Elvira  C. 
358  fGeorge,  Hannah  E. 

461  Glynn,  Martha  J. 
245  f  Graham,  Mary  A. 
513  Greene,  Elizabeth. 
493  Hawkins,  Lucretia  A. 
342  Hazeltine,  Charles. 
388  Hazeltine,  Hannah  S. 
485  Hazeltine,  Martha  F. 
490  Hazen,  Charlotte  G. 
186  Hill,  Sarah  M. 

230  Hobart,  Peter. 
286  f Hobart,  Thomas. 
483  Homans,  Martha  A. 
276  fHull,  Phineas. 
442  Johnson,  Anna 

465  Johnson,  Sarah  E. 
474  Johnson,  Deborah  D. 
501  Kelley,  Cyrus  K. 
472  Kelley,  Mary  M. 
489  Kelley,  Seth  W. 
440  Keniston,  Mary  B. 
488  Keniston,  Pamela  A. 
333  f Kimball,  Susan. 
253  fLake,  Mary  R. 

462  Leverett,  Catharine  R. 
454  fLong,  Mary  C. 

189  fLowd,  Mary  W. 
464  fMcQuesten,  Gara  B. 

477  McQuesten,  James. 

478  McQuesten,  Louisa  P. 

466  McQuesten,  Mary  E. 
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424  Merrill,  Alvah  M. 
491  Merrill,  Martha  A. 
452  fMerrill,  Balph  M. 
431  fMerrill,  Amanda  Mv 
290  Merrill,  Clarissa  W. 
481  Merrill,  Benjamin  N. 
349  Merrill,  Martha  N. 
473  Merrill,  Henrietta  N. 

495  Merrill,  Mary  C. 
344  Merrill,  Sally  H. 
161  Morrison,  James. 
187  Morrison,  Miriam  J. 

410  f  Morrison,  Eliza  A. 

401  Moulton,  Simeon. 

402  Moulton,  Sarah  S. 

496  Moulton,  Martha  0. 
322  Page,  Yashti  D. 
399  Palmer,  William  H. 
499  Palmer,  Abby  S. 
433  Palmer,  Almira. 
449  Perkins,  Dolly  L. 
391  fPhillips,  Margaret  P. 
374  fPulsifer,  John  W. 
243  fPulsifer,  Nancy.  W. 
443  Eeed,  William  H. 
476  Eeed,  Mary  E 

411  Eeed,  Phebe  C. 

232  Eobie,  Frederic  W.  A. 
506  Eobie,  Lucinda  G-. 
509  Eobie,  Sarah  Grace. 
326  Eobie,  Sally  G. 
259  Sogers,  Nancy  E. 


494  Eogers,  Charlotte  H. 

502  Russell,  William  W.  Jr. 

503  Russell,  Clara  J. 

417  Sanborn,  Simeon. 

418  Sanborn,  Lucy  P. 
423  Sanborn,  Charles  E. 
448  Sanborn,  Marcia  L. 
362  fSanborn,  Relief  M. 
460  f  Scott,  Clara  A. 

413  f  Seymour,  Lydia  C. 

414  Stafford,  Harriet  A. 
240  fStafford,  Laura. 
151  -(-Stevens,  Hannah  C. 
343/  Stevens,  Sarah  D. 
404  fTaylor,  Dorothy  B. 
50i  Wallace,  Laura  A. 
511  Ward,  Norman. 
340  fWard,  Chastina  S. 
147  Ward,  Deborah  C. 
203"NWard,  Enoch. 

475  Ward,  Harriet  S.  I 

217  fWard,  Nabby  C. 

234  Ward,  Prudence  H. 

479  Webster,  Angelina  P. 

381  Webster,  G.  Washington 

439  Webster,  Matilda  A. 

510  Whipple,  Helen  M. 

482  fWight,  Eli  M. 
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CONFESSION  OF  FAITH. 


1.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God  and  are  the 
only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

2.  We  believe  that  there  is  one  only  living  and  true 
God,  mysteriously  subsisting  in  three  persons  —  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

3.  We  believe  that  God  is  perfect  in  all  His  attributes, 
unchangeable  in  His  purposes,  and  universal  in  His  provi- 
dence, maintaining  a  righteous  government  over  the  universe 
and  working  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His  own  will. 

4.  We  believe  that  man  has  fallen  from  the  state  of 
perfection  in  which  he  was  originally  created,  and  that  now 
all  men  are  by  nature  destitute  of  holiness  and  prone  to  sin. 

5.  We  believe  that  regeneration  is  effected  by  the  agency 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
can  not  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 

6.  We  believe  that  the  Son  of  God  became  incarnate, 
and  by  His  sufferings,  and  death  on  the  cross,  the  just  for 
the  unjust,  has  made  a  full  atonement  for  sin,  so  that  God 
can  now  be  just  and  justify  him  that  believeth;  and  that 
pardon  and  eternal  life  are  fully,  freely  and  sincerely  offered 
to  all  men  on  the  condition  of  repentance  toward  God,  and 
faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

7.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  both  of  the  just  and  unjust,  and  a  Day  of  Judgment ; 
and  that  the  wicked  will  go  away  into  everlasting  punish- 
ment, but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

8.  We  believe  that  God  has  appointed  one  day  in  seven, 
to  be  kept  holy  unto  Him,  and  that  from  the  resurrection  of 


Christ,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  is  to  be,  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

9.  We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  established 
a  visible  church  in  the  world;  and  that  the  conditions  of  its 
membership  are  credible  evidence  of  regeneration,  baptism 
and  a  public  profession  of  faith  in  Him. 

10.  We  believe  that  Christ  has  appointed  the  sacraments 
of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper ;  that  members  of  the 
visible  church  are  entitled  to  partake  of  the  Supper;  and 
that  believers  and  their  offspring  only  should  receive  the 
ordinance  of  Baptism. 

All  these  things  you  truly  profess  and  cordially  believe. 

BAPTISM. 

(The  pastor  will  first  address  those  who  come  by  profession,  and  who 
have  been  baptized  in  infancy,  as  follows  :) 

You  who  were  dedicated  to  God  in  your  childhood  in  the 
ordinance  of  Infant  Baptism,  by  your  believing  parents,  do 
hereby  declare  your  personal  acceptance  of  the  same,  and 
your  belief  that  the  regeneration  thereby  signified  has  been 
wrought  within  your  soul  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
(To  others  on  confession  the  Pastor  will  say  :) 

You  who  trust  that  your  hearts  have  been  renewed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  but  who  have  never  received  the  outward  seal 
of  the  covenant,  will  now,  upon  this  profession  of  your  faith, 
present  yourselves  for  the  ordinance  of  Baptism. 

(When  baptism  has  been  administered  the  Pastor  will  say  to  those  coming 
by  letter :) 

Having  heretofore  in  other  churches  professed  your  faith, 
you  now  come  to  us  with  their  commendation.     We  greet 


you  in  Christ's  name  and  ask  you,  with  these  others,  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  God  and  with  this  church. 

COVENANT. 

In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  His  holy  angels 
and  this  assembly,  you  do  now  solemnly  avouch  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  your  God,  the 
supreme  object  of  your  affection  and  your  portion  forever. 
You  cordially  acknowledge  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  your 
Redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  your  Sanctifier,  Comforter 
and  Guide. 

You  cheerfully  devote  yourself  to  God  in  the  everlasting- 
covenant  of  His  grace,  consecrating  all  your  powers  and 
possessions  to  His  service  and  glory,  and  you  promise  that 
through  the  assistance  of  His  Spirit  you  will  cleave  to  Him, 
as  your  chief  good ;  that  you  will  give  diligent  attention  to 
His  word  and  ordinances ;  that  you  will  seek  the  honor  and 
interest  of  His  kingdom,  and  that  henceforth,  denying  un- 
godliness and  worldly  lusts,  you  will  live  soberly,  righteously 
and  godly  in  this  present  world. 

You  do  also  cordially  join  yourself  to  this  church,  having 
assented  to  its  articles  of  Faith  and  Government.  You 
engage  to  assist  in  and  submit  to  its  discipline ;  to  strive  earn- 
estly for  its  purity,  peace  and  edification,  and  to  walk  with 
its  members  in  charity,  faithfulness,  circumspection,  meek- 
ness and  sobriety. 

Do  you  thus  covenant  with  God  and  with  this  church? 

[Here  the  members  of  the  church  will  rise.] 

In  consequence  of  these  professions  and  promises,  we 
affectionately  receive  you  to  our  communion,  and,  in  the 


name  of  Christ,  declare  you  entitled  to  all  its  visible  privi- 
leges. We  welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and,  on  our  part,  engage  to  watch 
over  you  and  seek  your  edification. 

May  God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  give  us  grace  to  be  faith- 
ful to  Him,  and  faithful  to  each  other  while  we  live ;  that 
we  may  be  admitted  at  last,  through  the  atonement  of 
Christ,  to  the  everlasting  fellowship  of  saints  and  angels,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 
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The  Congregational  Church  in  Plymouth  is  as  old  as  the 
town.  The  first  settlers  were  mostly  from  Hollis,  and  the 
church  was  organized  in  that  town  April  16,  1764,  before 
they  came  to  Plymouth.  This  was  the  first  church  organized 
in  New  Hampshire  north  and  west  of  Boscawen,  and  only 
Bennington,  in  Vermont,  is  older.  The  church  in  Newbury 
and  Haverhill  was  gathered  in  the  autumn  of  1764.  But  it 
was  afterwards  limited  to  Newbury,  leaving  the  church  in 
Plymouth  the  oldest  in  Grafton  county.  It  built  the  first 
meeting-house,  gave  the  first  call  to  a  pastor,  and  enjoyed  the 
first  revival  in  the  county. 

Plymouth  was  first  visited,  with  a  view  to  settlement,  by  a 
party  from  Hollis,  in  Nov.,  1762.  The  next  spring  men  came 
on,  and  worked  through  the  summer,  clearing  and  building 
cabins,  and  some  of  them  spent  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of 
1764  the  first  families  arrived,  the  wife  of  Col.  David  Web- 
ster having  probably  been  the  first  woman  in  town.  Sin- 
came  on  horseback,  bringing  in  her  arms  her  infant,  David, 
afterward  so  widely  known.  Among  the  first  settlers  we  find 
the  names  of  James  Blodgett,  Lieut.  Josiah  Brown,  Capt. 
Jotham  Cummings,  Samuel  Dearborn,  Capt.  James  and  David 
Hobart,  Lieut.  Zachariah  Parker,  Col.  David,  Amos,  and 
Stephen  Webster,  Ephraim  Weston,  John  Willoughby,  and 
Francis  Worcester. 

Rev.  Nathan  Ward  came  by  invitation  to  Plymouth  early 
in  the  same  year.    He  was  born  in  Newton,  Mass.,  April  11, 
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1721,  son  of  Joseph  Ward.  He  did  not  receive  a  liberal 
education,  but,  being  converted  under  Whitefield's  preaching, 
and  possessing  superior  natural  endowments,  he  was  led  in 
middle  life  to  enter  the  ministry.  His  first  settlement  was  in 
Newton,  Mass.,  where  he  preached  about  seven  years.  In 
1760  he  was  preaching  in  Newcastle,  Me.,  and  in  Jan.,  1761, 
received  a  call  to  settle  there,  which  he  accepted.  But  some 
difficulty  arose,  and  the  relation  never  was  cansummated,  the 
invitation  being  withdrawn  at  his  request  in  Oct.,  1763. 

He  preached  his  first  sermon  at  Plymouth,  May  19,  1764, 
at  Col.  Webster's  cabin,  on  the  present  grounds  of  the  Pemi- 
gewasset  House,  from  the  text,  Isa.  1 :  19,  20.  After  spend- 
ing four  Sabbaths,  he  received  a  formal  call  to  become  pastor 
.July  9,  1764.  His  acceptance,  however,  was  delayed,  and  in 
February  further  overtures  were  made  by  the  proprietors. 
These  were  successful,  and  he  was  installed  at  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  July  10,  1765. 

A  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1767.  It  was  of  logs,  40 
feet  by  50,  and  stood  facing  south,  a  few  rods  south  of  the 
present  road,  at  the  foot  of  Meeting-house  hill,  having  the 
stocks  and  whipping-post  in  the  rear. 

This  house  was  burnt  by  an  incendiary  in  Nov.,  1787,  for 
the  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  hastening  the  work  on  the  new  house, 
the  frame  of  which  had  just  been  raised.  In  this  second  house, 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  fathers  worshipped  God  for  fifty 
years,  and  very  hallowed  associations  cluster  around  it.  It 
continued  to  be  used  as  a  town-house  till  1865,  when  it  was 
sold  at  auction.    A  bell  was  provided  Nov.  12,  1827. 

The  present  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  Dec,  1836, 
and  first  occupied  on  the  Sabbath,  Jan.  1,  1837.  The  chapel 
was  built  in  1851. 

Mr.  Ward's  pastorate  continued  until  Jan.  4,  1798,  and  he 
resided  in  town  until  his  death,  June  15,  1804.  After  Mr. 
Ward's  dismission,  Mr.  Daniel  Hardy,  a  graduate  and  recent 
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tutor  in  Dartmouth  college,  preached  "off  and  on"  for  six 
months,  and  was  invited  to  become  pastor.  But  he  declined 
the  call,  and  spent  most  of  his  life  in  teaching. 

The  next  year  Mr.  Drury  Fairbank  accepted  the  call  of  ' 
the  church,  and  was  ordained  Jan.  8,  1800.  He  was  a  native 
of  Holliston,  Mass.,  born  Oct.  13,  1772  ;  graduated  at  Brow  n 
University  in  1797,  and  studied  theology  with  Dr.  Emmons. 
His  pastorate  continued  until  March  18,  1818.  He  removed 
the  next  year  to  Littleton,  where,  after  a  pastorate  of  sixteen 
years,  he  continued  to  reside,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1853. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Ward  succeeded  Mr.  Fairbank,  and,  with-  I 
out  installation,  served  the  church  a3  acting  pastor  eleven  ! 
years.    He  was  a  son  of  the  first  pastor,  born  Aug.  24, 1767  ;  ! 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  college,  in  1792,  and  also  studied 
theology  with  Dr.  Emmons. 

His  previous  and  only  pastorate  was  in  Alna,  Me.,  of 
twenty  years.     After  leaving  Plymouth,  he  preached  in 
Brentwood  three  and  a  half  years,  and  in  various  places  j 
for  shorter  periods.    He  died  in  Brentwood,  Feb.  24,  1860. 

Rev.  James  Hobart,  another  son  of  this  church,  and  the 
first  male  child  born  in  town,  Aug.  2, 1766,  labored  here  for  six 
months  after  Mr.  Ward  left.  He  had  just  been  dismissed  \ 
from  a  successful  ministry  of  thirty  years  in  Berlin,  Vt., 
which  continued  to  be  his  home  during  many  subsequent 
years  of  labor  among  the  churches  of  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire.    He  died  July  16,  1862,  aged  ninety-six  years. 

Mr.  George  Punchard  was  born  in  Salein,  Mass.,  June  7, 
1806.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  college  in  1826, 
and  studied  theology  at  Andover.  He  was  ordained  pas- 
tor of  this  church,  March  11,  1830,  and  dismissed  March  6, 
1844.  In  the  spring  of  1842  his  health  and  voice  failed,  and 
he  was  absent  six  months.  Returning,  he  was  still  unable  to 
perform  pastoral  service,  and  in  March,  1843,  the  church, 
declining  to  accept  his  resignation,  gave  him  leave  of  absence 
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again  for  a  year,  and  contributed  to  his  expense  for  a  voyage 
to  Europe.  He  was  never  able  to  resume  ministerial  service, 
but  found  useful  employment  in  editing  the  Boston  Traveller, 
serving  the  American  Tract  Society  as  its  Boston  secretary, 
and  in  elaborating  the  History  of  Congregationalism,  the  first 
edition  of  which,  as  well  as  his  standard  "  View  of  Congrega- 
tionalism," was  written  in  Plymouth.  He  died  April  2, 
1880. 

During  Mr.  Punchard's  disability  and  after  his  dismission, 
Rev.  Enoch  Corser  supplied  the  pulpit  a  year  or  more,  and 
Rev.  John  U.  Parsons,  for  some  months. 

Rev.  William  Reed  Jewelt  was  installed  June  25,  1845. 
He  was  born  in  Rockport,  Mass.,  Sept.  12,  1811,  graduated 
at  Amherst  in  1831,  and  Andover,  1834,  and  had  been  pas- 
tor in  Griswold,  Conn.,  six  years.  His  ministry  continued  until 
July  11,  1862.  He  was  installed  again  at  Fisherville,  Sept. 
16,  1863;  dismissed  Sept.  10,  1874,  and  died  Aug.  26, 
1882. 

Rev.  Henry  Allen  Hazen  was  born  in  Hartford,  Vt.,  Dec. 
27,  1832 ;  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1854,  and  Andover, 
1857  ;  ordained  for  Home  Missionary  service  in  Vermont  at 
St.  Johnsbury,  Feb.  17,  1858,  and  installed  pastor  at  Ply- 
mouth, Jan.  21,  1863  ;  dismissed  July  15,  1868.  In  1867  a 
new  manual  was  published  edited  by  Mr.  Hazen,  who  prepared 
a  valuable  chronological  list  of  the  members. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Richardson  was  ordained  pastor  Sept.  30, 1869, 
and  dismissed  May  1,  1873.  During  his  ministry  extensive 
improvements  were  made  on  the  church,  and  a  valuable  pipe- 
organ  procured. 

Rev.  Geo.  H.  Scott  was  ordained  pastor  Sept.  3,  1873,  and 
dismissed  Sept.  9,  1881.    In  1874  the  parsonage  was  built. 

Rev.  Henry  Porter  Peck  was  ordained  pastor  June  1, 1882, 
and  dismissed  Sept.  16,  1889.  The  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Frank  G.  Clark,  was  installed  Jan.  2,  1890. 
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The  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  was 
organized  Aug.  10,  1886. 

The  first  basis  of  doctrinal  belief  of  which  we  have  any 
record  is  in  the  form  of  a  covenant,  dated  Oct.  22,  1799,  but 
was,  probably,  the  original  covenant  of  the  church.  April  26, 
1816,  "Articles  of  Faith  and  Practice,  together  with  a  short 
covenant,"  were  adopted.  These  articles  were  modified  and 
simplified,  without  changing  the  essential  doctrines,  May  11, 
1830,  Dec.  1,  1864,  and  Oct.  30,  1890. 


CONFESSION  OF  FAITH. 

1.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  are  the  only 
infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

2.  We  believe  that  there  is  one  only  living  and  true  God, 
mysteriously  subsisting  in  three  persons, — Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost. 

3.  We  believe  that  God  is  perfect  in  all  His  attributes, 
unchangeable  in  His  purposes,  and  universal  in  His  provi- 
dence, maintaining  a  righteous  government  over  the  universe, 
and  working  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His  own  will. 

4.  We  believe  that  man  has  fallen  from  the  state  of  per- 
fection in  which  he  was  originally  created,  and  that  now  all 
men  are  by  nature  destitute  of  holiness  and  prone  to  sin. 

5.  We  believe  that  regeneration  is  effected  by  the  agency 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 

6.  We  believe  that  the  Son  of  God  became  incarnate,  and 
by  His  sufferings  and  death  on  the  cross,  the  just  for  the 
unjust,  has  made  a  full  atonement  for  sin,  so  that  God  can 
now  be  just  and  justify  him  that  believeth  ;  and  that  pardon 
and  eternal  life  are  fully,  freely,  and  sincerely  offered  to  all 
men  on  the  condition  of  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

7.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  both  of  the  just  and  the  unjust,  and  a  Day  of  Judgment ; 
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and  that  the  wicked  will  go  away  into  everlasting  punish- 
ment, but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

8.  We  believe  that  God  has  appointed  one  day  in  seven 
to  be  kept  holy  unto  Him,  and  that  from  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  the  first  day  of  the  week  is  to  be,  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

9.  We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  established  a 
visible  church  in  the  world;  and  that  the  conditions  of  its 
membership  are  credible  evidence  of  regeneration,  baptism, 
and  a  public  profession  of  faith  in  Him. 

10.  We  believe  that  Christ  has  appointed  the  sacraments  of 
Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper ;  that  members  of  the  visible 
church  are  entitled  to  partake  of  the  Supper ;  and  that  believ- 
ers and  their  offspring  only  should  receive  the  ordinance  of 
Baptism. 

All  these  things  you  truly  profess  and  cordially  believe  ? 
BAPTISM. 

[The  pastor  will  first  address  those  who  come  by  profession,  and  who 
have  been  baptized  in  infancy,  as  follows:] 

You,  who  were  dedicated  to  God  in  your  childhood  in  the 
ordinance  of  Infant  Baptism  by  your  believing  parents,  do 
hereby  declare  your  personal  acceptance  of  the  same,  and 
your  belief  that  the  regeneration  thereby  signified  has  been 
wrought  within  your  soul  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
[To  others,  on  confession,  the  Pastor  will  say:] 

You  who  trust  that  your  hearts  have  been  renewed  by  the  1 
Holy  Spirit,  but  who  have  never  received  the  outward  seal  of 
the  covenant,  will  now,  upon  this  profession  of  your  faith, 
present  yourselves  for  the  ordinance  of  Baptism. 

[When  baptism  has  been  administered,  the  Pastor  will  say  to  those 
coming  by  letter:] 

Having  heretofore  in  other  churches  professed  your  faith. 

you  now  come  to  us  with  their  commendation.    We  greet  you 
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in  Christ's  name,  and  ask  you,  with  these  others,  to  enter  into 
covenant  with  God  and  with  this  church. 

COVENANT. 

In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  His  holy  angels,  and  this 
assembly,  you  do  now  solemnly  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  your  God,  the  supreme 
object  of  your  affection,  and  your  portion  forever.  You  cor- 
dially acknowledge  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  your  Redeemer, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  your  Sanctifier,  Comforter,  and  Guide. 

You  cheerfully  devote  yourself  to  God  in  the  everlasting 
covenant  of  His  grace,  consecrating  all  your  powers  and 
possessions  to  His  service  and  glory ;  and  you  promise  that 
through  the  assistance  of  His  Spirit  you  will  cleave  to  Him, 
as  your  chief  good ;  that  you  will  give  diligent  attention  to 
His  word  and  ordinances ;  that  you  will  seek  the  honor  and 
interest  of  His  kingdom ;  and  that  henceforth,  denying  un- 
godliness and  worldly  lusts,  you  will  live  soberly,  righteously, 
and  godly  in  this  present  world. 

You  do  also  cordially  join  yourself  to  this  church,  having 
assented  to  its  articles  of  Faith  and  Government.  You  en- 
gage to  assist  in  and  submit  to  its  discipline ;  to  strive  earn- 
estly for  its  purity,  peace,  and  edification,  and  to  walk  with 
its  members  in  charity,  faithfulness,  circumspection,  meek- 
ness, and  sobriety. 
Do  you  thus  covenant  with  God  and  with  this  church  ? 

[Here  the  members  of  the  church  will  rise.] 

In  consequence  of  these  professions  and  promises  we  affec- 
tionately receive  you  to  our  communion,  and  in  the  name  of 
Christ  declare  you  entitled  to  all  its  visible  privileges.  We 
welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel,  and  on  our  part  engage  to  watch  over  you  and  seek 
your  edification. 
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May  God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  give  us  grace  to  be  faithful 
to  Him,  and  faithful  to  each  other  while  we  live ;  that  we 
may  be  admitted  at  last,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  to 
the  everlasting  fellowship  of  saints  and  angels,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 
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[form  which  may  be  used.] 

[At  the  morning  service  of  the  appointed  Sunday,  after  the  invocation, 
the  parents  present  their  children  for  baptism,  and  the  minister  ad- 
dresses them,  saying:] 

Dearly  Beloved: — You  present  yourselves  here  to  conse- 
crate your  child  unto  God.  You  rely  upon  the  word  of  His 
covenant  that  He  will  be  a  God  to  His  people,  and  to  their  chil- 
dren after  them;  and,  relying  on  promised  grace,  you  promise 
that  you  will  faithfully  endeavor  to  bring  up  this  child  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  so  that  he  may  be  led, 
through  Christ's  grace,  to  own  this  covenant  himself  in  due 
time. 

This  you  heartily  engage  ? 

[Baptism  is  administered,  and  a  short  prayer  offered,  after  which  the 
members  of  the  church  rise,  and  the  minister  adds:] 

We,  then,  the  members  of  this  church,  receive  these  children 
into  special  relationship  of  love  and  care;  and  we  promise  to 
aid  you  in  your  parental  work  by  our  sympathy,  our  example, 
and  our  prayers.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep  you  and  your 
house,  and  bring  you  and  them,  with  all  the  families  that  call 
upon  his  name,  into  the  mansion  of  His  everlasting  rest.  Amen. 
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ARTICLE  I. — NAME. 

This  Church  shall  be  called  the  Congregational  Chtjbch  of 
Plymouth. 

ARTICLE  II. — GOVERNMENT. 

We  hold  that  all  ecclesiastical  authority  is  vested  in  the  local 
church,  which  has  power  to  choose  its  own  pastor,  elect  its  own 
officers,  make  its  own  regulations,  and  conduct  its  own  affairs 
in  general,  recognizing  as  its  head  only  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

At  the  same  time  we  gladly  enter  into  fellowship  with  other 
Christian  churches  of  the  same  order,  and  consider  ourselves 
bound  to  seek  and  expect  advice  from  ecclesiastical  councils  in 
the  more  important  affairs  of  church  government. 

ARTICLE  III. — OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  church  shall  be  a  Pastor,  lour 
Deacons,  a  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  and  a  Church  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  The  Pastor  shall  be  chosen  whenever  a  vacancy  oc- 
curs. The  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor  shall  be  chosen  nl 
the  annual  business  meeting.  One  deacon  shall  be  chosen  each 
year  to  serve  for  four  years,  and  one  member  of  the  Church 
Committee  to  serve  for  three  years. 

Sec.  3.  All  the  above  named  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  bal- 
lot, without  nomination,  unless  by  a  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Sec.  4-  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pastor  to  preach  the 
Word;  to  administer  the  Sacraments;  to  take  the  spiritual 
oversight  of  the  church;  and,  ordinarily,  to  act  as  .Moderator  in 
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the  meetings  of  the  church  and  Church  Committee.  He  shall 
give,  at  the  annual  meeting,  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  num- 
ber received  into  the  church  during  the  year  by  letter  or  by 
profession;  of  the  number  dismissed,  deceased,  or  in  any  way 
disciplined;  of  the  number  baptized ;  the  whole  number  of  the 
church,  male  and  female;  of  the  names  of  all  absent  members; 
of  the  state  of  religion  during  the  year;  of  the  charities  of  the 
church;  and  of  other  subjects  of  general  interest, — all  of  which 
statements  shall  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  church. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Deacons  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  regular  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  to 
assist  in  its  administration;  to  aid  the  Pastor  in  keeping  a 
spiritual  oversight  of  the  individual  members  of  the  church, 
and  in  organizing  them  into  active  labor  for  the  sick,  the  poor, 
and  the  strangers  in  the  parish;  to  provide  leaders  for  religious 
meetings  for  which  provision  is  not  otherwise  made;  and  to 
preside  in  the  absence  of  the  Pastor  at  business  meetings. 

Sec.  6.  The  Clerk  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  the 
business  meetings  of  the  church,  a  register  of  the  members,  with 
dates  of  admission,  dismission,  or  death,  together  with  a  rec- 
ord of  baptisms.  He  shall  prepare  and  keep  a  proper  catalogue 
and  index  of  all  the  members  of  the  church,  notify  officers, 
delegates,  and  committees  of  their  appointment,  conduct  the 
official  correspondence  of  the  church,  and  keep  on  file  all  im- 
portant communications  and  all  other  valuable  papers  of  the 
church. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  take  charge  of 
all  money  contributed  for  benevolent  purposes,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  church  and  the  support  of  its  poor,  and  to  dis- 
burse it  to  its  authorized  receivers,  and  present  a  report  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurers  of  the  church  and  Sunday-school 
before  they  are  reported  to  the  church. 

Sec.  9.  The  Church  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  together  with  the  Pastor,  Deacons,  and 
Clerk. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  examine  all  persons 
who  propose  to  unite  with  the  church  either  by  profession  or 
by  letter,  and  to  present  to  the  church  the  names  of  those 
whom  they  approve.    They  shall  act  as  a  committee  of  inquiry 
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in  all  cases  of  discipline,  and  conduct  any  other  business  that 
may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  church.  It  shall  be  their  duty 
to  make  all  necessary  arrmgements  in  regard  to  such  plans  for 
benevolence  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  church,  and  provide  for 
the  passing  of  the  contribution-boxes  when  necessary. 

ARTICL E  IV — MEM BERSHIP. 

Sec.  1.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  church  on  profession 
of  faith  shall  be  examined  as  to  their  Christian  experience,  by 
the  Church  Committee.  If  the  approval  of  the  Committee  be 
accepted  by  the  church,  they  shall  he  propounded  to  the  con- 
gregation at  least  one  week  previous  to  their  public  reception. 
If  approved  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  by  ballot,  at  the  next  regular 
business  meeting  of  the  church,  they  shall  become  members  by 
publicly  absenting  to  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant. 

Sec.  2.  Persons  bringing  letters  from  other  evangelical  church- 
es, if  approved  by  the  Church  Committee  and  accepted  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  by  ballot,  at  a  regular  business  meeting  of  the 
church,  shall  become  members  after  entering  into  covenant 
with  the  church. 

Sec.  3.  Members  of  other  churches  who  worship  with  us  for 
more  than  one  year  are  expected  to  bring  letters,  unless  there 
be  special  reasons  for  delay.  A  letter  dated  more  than  a  year 
previous  to  its  presentation  will  not  be  considered  valid  without 
satisfactory  explanation. 

Sec.  4.  Members  who  remove  their  residence  beyond  the  reach 
of  this  church,  should,  if  practicable,  at  once  take  letters  of 
dismissal  and  recommendation  to  some  other  church;  but  no  i 
member  shall  be  considered  as  regularly  dismissed  from  this  j 
church  until  evidence  of  his  reception  by  another  church  shall 
be  received.  Letters  of  dismission  are  valid  for  one  year  only 
from  their  date. 

ARTICLE  V. — DISCIPLINE. 

Sec.  1.  This  church  holds  itself  authorized  to  exercise  dis- 
cipline as  a  means  of  vindicating  the  honor  of  the  Gospel,  main- 
taining its  own  purity,  and  reforming  and  saving  offenders.  It 
accepts  of  Matt.  18:  15-17,  as  a  Divine  directory  of  the  principle 
and  spirit,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  of  the  process,  of  church 
discipline,  especially  in  cases  of  personal  offence. 

Sec.  2.  Any  member  brought  to  trial  by  the  church  shall 
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personally  be  furnished,  ten  days  previous,  with  a  written  copy 
of  the  charges  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  relied  on  for 
proof.  The  confession  of  the  accused,  or  the  testimony  of  two 
witnesses  or  that  which  is  fairly  equivalent,  shall  be  requisite 
for  conviction. 

Sec.  3.  Every  vote  of  extreme  censure  shall  be  announced  at 
a  public  meeting  of  the  church. 

Sec.  4.  Any  absent  member  of  this  church  who  for  two  years 
in  succession  fails  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  not  taking  a 
letter  of  dismission,  shall  be  regarded  as  violating  his  covenant 
relations  with  the  church,  and  fellowship  may  be  withdrawn 
after  suitable  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  satisfactory  rea- 
sons for  the  delay. 

Fellowship  may  also  be  withdrawn,  when  the  member,  still 
resident,  has  abandoned  his  connection  with  this  church  by  two 
years  of  absence,  or  by  neglect  of  its  service  and  communion, 
and  after  due  notice  has  been  given  him  of  the  action  intended. 

Sec.  5.  No  vote  of  censure  shall  be  passed  upon  any  member 
except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

AETICLE  VI. — SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

Sec.  1.  The  Sunday-school  shall  be  under  the  special  care  of 
the  church  and  its  officers. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  of  the  Sunday-school  may  be  nominated 
by  the  teachers  and  elected  at  the  regular  business  meeting  of 
the  church  in  December,  at  which  time  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent shall  be  given. 

Sec.  3.  The  Sunday-school  year  shall  correspond  with  the  cal- 
endar year. 

AETICLE  VII. — MEETINGS. 

Sec.  1.  Public  worship  shall  be  observed  morning  and  even- 
ing on  Sunday,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  church. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  celebrated  ordinarily  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  each  alternate  month,  beginning  with  the  first 
Sunday  in  January. 

Sec.  3.  A  meeting  for  prayer  and  conference  shall  be  held  on 
Thursday  evening  of  each  week.  The  meeting  next  preceding 
each  Communion  shall  be  made  preparatory  to  the  observance 
of  that  ordinance. 

Sec.  4-  Other  devotional  meetings  may  be  appointed  by  the 
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Church  Committee,  as  in  their  judgment  the  cause  of  Christ 
demands. 

Sec.  5.  The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  church,  for  the 
choice  of  officers  and  the  transaction  of  other  business,  shall  be 
held  the  second  Thursday  in  February.  At  this  meeting,  the 
Pastor,  Treasurer,  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  Audi- 
tor shall  present  their  reports. 

Sec.  6.  Business  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  each  alternate  month,  beginning  with  February,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  service  preparatory  to  the  Communion. 

Sec.  7.  At  the  business  meeting  in  December  the  business  in 
relation  to  the  Sunday-school  shall  be  transacted  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  given,  and  a  plan  of  benevolence 
shall  be  adopted. 

Sec.  8.  Special  business  meetings,  of  whi  ;h  notice  shall  be 
given  from  the  pulpit  on  Sunday,  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  Pastor,  or  by  three  of  the  Church  Committee,  and  shall 
be  called  by  the  Clerk  at  the  written  request  of  seven  members. 

ARTICLE  VIII. — GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

Sec.  1.  Fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  busi- 
ness at  the  annual  meeting,  and  ten  at  the  other  meetings  for 
business. 

Sec.  2.  Letters  of  dismission  may  be  granted,  delegates  elect- 
ed, and  other  business  of  like  nature  may  be  transacted  by  the 
members  of  the  church  at  any  devotional  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  All  members,  male  and  female,  are  entitled  and  ex- 
pected to  vote. 

Sec.  4.  Vacancies  that  may  occur  during  the  year  may  be 
filled  at  any  regular  business  meeting,  and  other  officers  and 
committees  chosen  not  otherwise  specified. 

Sec.  5.  At  each  Communion  service  a  contribution  shall  be 
made  to  assist  needy  members,  and  to  defray  incidental  ex- 
penses. 

Sec.  6.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  the  foregoing  Prin- 
ciples and  Pules,  and  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Covenant, 
unless  such  alteration  shall  have  been  proposed  at  the  next  reg- 
ular business  meeting  previous,  due  notice  given  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 
But  these  Pules  may  be  suspended  in  particular  instances,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  at  a  business  meeting,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  members  present  and  voting. 
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Known  membership  in  1800,   42 

Added  without  stating  method,   83 

Added  by  letter,   171 

On  confession,   434 

Total  membership,   730 

Total  loss,   599 
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list  jof  ©fitters 

OP  THE 

COlNTGKRE&ATIOlSrAL  CHURCH 

Organized  April  16,  1764. 


PASTORS, 

and  others  preaching  more  than  six  months.  £  5 

Rev.  NATHAN  WARD,  From  1765,  33 

"     DRURY  FAIRBANK,   "  1800,  18 

"     JONATHAN  WARD,   "  1818,11  1 

"     JAMES  HOBART,   "  1829,  6 

"     GEORGE  PUNCHARD,   "  1830,  14 

"     ENOCH  CORSER,   "  1844,  1  6 

"     WILLIAM  REED  JEWETT,   "  1845,17 

"     HENRY  ALLEN  HAZEN,   "  1863,  5  6 

"     CYRUS  RICHARDSON,   "  1869,  3  7 

"     GEORGE  HALE  SCOTT,   "  1873,  8 

"     HENRY  PORTER  PECK,   "  1882,   7  3 

"     FRANK  GRAY  CLAEK,   "  1890. 

DEACONS. 

STEPHEN  WEBSTER,  From  1767  to  1798 

STEPHEN  WEBSTER,  Jr.,   "  1774  "  1788 

JOHN  WILLOUGHBY,   "  1766  "  1834 

FRANCIS  WORCESTER,   "  1770  "  1792 

JOSHUA  FLETCHER,   "  1794  "  1818 

BENJAMIN  GOULD,   "  1801  "  1804 

JOTHAM  CUMMINGS,  Jr.,   "  1801  "1811 

ASA  BOBBINS,   "  1805  "  1835 

EBENEZER  BARTLETT,  Jr.,   "  1805  "1832 

JAMES  MORRISON,   "  1831  "  1856 
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ALVAH  McQUESTEN,  From  1834  to  L867 

DAYID  C.  WEBSTER,   «  1856  L862 

WASHINGTON  GEORGE,  ' . . .  «  180:3  "  1876 

WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,  Jr.,   "  1868 

SIMEON  SANBORN,   "  1872  "  L878 

JASON  CLARK,   "  1878 

GEORGE  P.  COOK,   «  1879 

LEMUEL  L.  DRAPER,   «  1880 

CLERKS. 

Rev.  DRURY  FAIRBANK,  From  1800  to  1818 

JONATHAN  CUMMINGS,   "  1818  "  L819 

Rev.  JONATHAN  WARD,   "  1819  "  1829 

WILLIAM  GREEN,   "  182!)  "  184.", 

Rev.  WILLIAM  R.  JEWETT,   "  1845  "  L862 

CHARLES  HAZELTON,   "  1862  « 1 1864 

Rev.  HENRY  A.  HAZEN,   "  1864  tl  1867 

Dea.  WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,   "  1867  "  1879 

WILLIAM  H.  RAYMOND,   "  187!)  "  L884 

Dea.  WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,   "  1884 

TREASURERS. 

WILLIAM  GREEN,  From  182!)  to  1845 

Dea.  ALYAH  McQUESTEN,   "  1845  "  1864 

Dea.  WASHINGTON  GEORGE,   "  1804  ;i  L868 

Dea.  WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,   "  1868  "1882 

Dea.  JASON  CLARK,   "  1882  "1883 

Dea.  GEORGE  P.  COOK,   "  1883  t;  L889 

Dea.  JASON  CLARK,   "  1889 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  COMMITTEE. 

(Previous  to  1863  the  pastor  and  deacons  constituted  the  committee. 
Since  then  the  following  persons  have  served  with  them:) 

WILLIAM  H.  REED,  From  ISO:}  to  1867 

«                "    "  1S70  "  1873 

SIMEON  SANBORN,  ."   "  1866  "  1869 

JAMES  McQUESTEN,   "  1866  "  L868 

WILLIAM  G.  COOK,   "  1867  "  1868 

CHARLES  HAZELTON,   "  1808  "  1870 

»                  «i    "  1874  "  1877 

m                   «    "  1870  "  1881 
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JASON  CLARK,  

1868  to  1878 

ARTHUR  WARD,  

it 

1871 

"  1874 

GEORGE  P.  COOK,  

n 

1873 

"  1876 

It  it 

u 

1878 

"  1879 

FREDERIC  W.  A.  ROBIE,  

tt 

1874 

"  1880 

HENRY  CUMMLNGS,  

It 

1877 

"  1878 

"  "   

I  i 

1883 

FREDERIC  W.  BALLOU,  

It 

lo  t  i 

1(5  to 

T  TTATTTTTT     T      T»T>  A  "DTfR 

1879 

"  1880 

PERLEY  FOSSETT,  

« 

1879 

"  1882 

WILLIAM  THORNTON,  

11 

1880 

"  1886 

WILLIAM  H.  RAYMOND,  

1881 

"  1884 

JOHN  H.  WHITTEN,  

it 

1884 

"  1885 

ALFRED  COOK,  

It 

ti 

1885 

"  1886 

JOHN  KENISTON,  

It 

1888 
1886 

"  1889 

ALVAH  M.  MERRILL,  

1887 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

(Tradition  says  the  first  Sunday-school  in  town  was  established,  about 
1820,  by  Miss  Huldah  Brown.  For  many  years  schools  were  held  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  town,  but  no  records  can  be  found  earlier  than  1869. 
The  following  are  among  those  who  have  served  at  the  church:) 


WILLIAM  GREEN,  

WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,  Sr.,  

ALVAH  McQUESTEN,  

Dea.  DAVID  C.  WEBSTER,  

Dea.  WASHINGTON  GEORGE,  From  1859  to  1869 

Dea.  WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,  Jr.,   "  1869  "  1872 

"                    "    "  1873  "  1875 

  "  1879  "  1881 

  "  1882  "  1883 

"                     "    "  1889 

Prof.  SILAS  H.  PEARL,   "  1872  "  1873 

Rev.  DAVID  CONNELL,   u  1875  "  1877 

Prof.  AMBROSE  P.  KELSEY,   "  1877  "1878 

WILLIAM  H.  RAYMOND,   "  1878  "  1879 

Rev.  GEORGE  H.  SCOTT,   "  1881  "1882 

Rev.  HENRY  P.  PECK,   "  1883  "1885 

JOHN  KENISTON,   "  1885  "  1889 
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NATHANIEL  P.  ROGERS,  From  1819 to  1821 

JONATHAN  CUMMLNGS,    "  1821  "  1828 

DAVID  C.  WEBSTER,   "  1828  "  1855 

IRA  G.  BLAKE,   "  1855  "  1858 

FREDERIC  W.  A.  ROBIE,   "  1858  "  1866 

CHARLES  HAZELTON,   "  1866  "  L872 

FREDERIC  W.  A.  ROBIE,   "  1872  "  1887 

Dea.  WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,   "  1887 

TREASURERS. 

STEPHEN  GRANT,  From  1810  to  1821 

WILLIAM  GREEN,   "  1832  "  L844 

DAVID  C.  WEBSTER,   "  1846  "  L850 

WILLIAM  C.  THOMPSON,   "  1850  "  1851 

CHARLES  J.  RUSSELL,   "  1851  "  L854 

WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,   "  1854  "  L859 

ALVAH  McQUESTEN,   "  1859  "  I860 

ARTHUR  WARD,   "  1860  "  1863 

WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,  Jr.,   "  1863  "  1864 

WASHINGTON  GEORGE,   "  1864  "  L870 

WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,  Jr.,   "  1870  "  1879 

GEORGE  P.  COOK,   "  1879  "  L880 

CHARLES  HAZELTON,   "  1880  "  1881 

HENRY  HAZELTON,   "  1882  L883 

WILLIAM  H.  RAYMOND,   "  1883  L885 
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n 
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"  1889 

HENRY  CTTMMTNGS 

1889 

"  1890 

PLTTMMFP  FOX 
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WARDENS. 

..From  1819  to  1831  - 

Dea.  ASA  ROBBINS,  

JlOXU 

THOMAS  COOK,  
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"  1820 

JOHN  CLARK,  JR.,  
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1826 

"  1833  » 

1 I 

1841 

"  1848 
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"  1854 

BENJAMIN  NOYES,  

,4 

1826 

"  1830 

ALYAH  McQITESTEN,   
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"  1833  ' 

u 

1841 

"  1845 

li 

1846 

"  1847 

11 

1850 

"  1852 

n 

1856 

"  1863 

u 

1833 

"  1834 

u 

1836 

"  1837 

it 
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"  1839 

WILLIAM  C.  THOMPSON,  

44 

1833 

"  1836 

i 1 

1837 

"  1838  ' 
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1833 

"  1834 

1845 

"  1846 

« 

1861 

"  1863 

a 

1868 

"  1872 

1834 

"  1836 

i  t 

1834 

"  1837 

1839 

"  1840 

AUSTIN  GEORGE,  

1836 

"  1837 

i  i 

1838 

"  1839 

ISAAC  WARD,  

u 

1837 

"  1838 

DAYID  GEORGE,  

n 

1837 

"  1838 

n  n 

1840 

"  1841 

n  u 

1849 

"  1852 

NOAH  CITMMINGS,  

n 

1838 

"  1840 

CHARLES  HAZELTON,   

1840 

"  1841 

1 1 

1847 

"  1850 

Officers  of  the  Society. 


CHARLES  HAZELTON,  From  L«52to  1855 

  "     1857  "  1859 

"  "    44     1870  "  1881  r+ 

RICHARD  BARTLETT,   "     1S40  44  L841 

  "     1852  44  1855 

NOAH  C.  CUMMINGS,   "    1841  14  1844 


  "  1845  u  1847 

"  "    44  1851  44  1852 

"  "    44  1863  14  1868 

ARTHUR  WARD,   "  1844  44 1846 

"  "    44  1859  44  1860 

"    44  1860  44  1875 

BENJAMIN  WARD,   "  1847  * 4  1849 

FREDERIC  W.  A.  ROBIE,   "  1849  44  L851 

LEMUEL  MERRILL,   "  1854  44  L855 

CHARLES  F.  STAFFORD,   44  1855  44  1857 

ALYAH  M.  MERRILL,   44  1855  44  1856 

"  "   44  186  8  44  1869 

DAVID  C.  WEBSTER,   44  185  6  44  L861 

SIMEON  SANBORN,   44  186  0  44  1863 

JAMES  McQUESTEN,   44  1863  "  L868 

WILLIAM  H.  REED,   44  1S63  "  L868 

Dea.  WILLIAM  W.  RUSSELL,   44  18G8  44  1879 

44  "    44  1885  44  1887 

GEORGE  W.  BAILEY,   44  1872  44  1878 

Dea.  GEORGE  P.  COOK,   44  1875  44  1878 

44  44    44  1879  44  1880 

CYRUS  SARGEANt,...   44  1  87  8  44  L879 

WILLIAM  THORNTON,   14  1878  44  1879 

44  44   44  188  1  44  1885 

De.  SILAS  W.  DAVIS,   44  1ST!)  44  1880 

Dea.  JASON  CLARK,   44  1880  44  L885 

"  44    44  1 887 

WILLIAM  H.  RAYMOND,.   44  1881  "  3  883 

Dea.  LEMUEL  L.  DRAPER,   44  188  0  44  L881 

"  44    44  188  5  44  1887 

HENRY  CUMMINGS,   "  L883  44  1886 

ALFRED  COOK,   "  L886 

PLUMMER  FOX,   "  1888  44  1891 

THOMAS  F.  GLYNN,   "  L891 
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